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Active Learning
What is Active Learning?  Learning in which students participate directly in educational activities and think about the things they are doing.

General Characteristics of Active Learning

Students are: 

• Involved in higher-order thinking (analysis, synthesis, evaluation). 

• Engaged in activities (reading, discussing, writing).

Emphasis is placed:


• Less on transmitting information and more on developing skills.


• More on students’ exploration of their own ways of learning.

Shift in a Student’s Role
[image: image1.png]Center for Academic Achievement

Better starts here.



FROM:




TO:


•
listener, observer, note taker,
•
active problem-solver: reads, 


discussant: writes down what
thinks, asks questions, 


the professor says
connects ideas to prior knowledge


•
low to moderate expectations 
•
high expectations for  



of preparation for class: reads

preparation: makes outlines 



the text, does only what is 

and study sheets, predicts



expected to get a “good” grade

exam questions, tries to expand knowledge


•
independent learning: sees 
•
learning inter-dependently:



teachers and texts as sole 

self, peers, and learning 



sources of knowledge and 

community as additional and



authority

important sources of authority
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Participate in your own learning experience! 
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